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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Appln. No: 10/501,631 

Applicants: Peter E. J. Abbott et al. 

Filed: July 15, 2004 

Title: PROCESS FOR THE PRODUCTION OF HYDROCARBONS 

TC/A.U.: 1621 

Examiner: Jafar F. Parsa 
Confirmation No.: 4886 

Docket No.: JMYS-117US 

RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

SIR: 

This is in response to the Restriction Requirement stated in the Office 
Letter dated August 9, 2005. 

The Examiner requires that claims of either Group I (claims 1-5, drawn 
to a process for production of hydrocarbons by the Fischer-Tropsch process) or 
Group II (claims 6-9, drawn to a chemical plant for production of liquid 
hydrocarbons) be elected for prosecution. Applicants elect to prosecute the claims of 
Group I, claims 1-5, drawn to a process for production of hydrocarbons by the 
Fischer-Tropsch process). This election is made with traverse. 

Applicants submit that the process of claim 1 and the apparatus of 
claim 6 share corresponding special technical features, as required by PCT Rule 13.2. 
In particular, claim 1 requires the steps of 

e) combusting at least a part of said tail gas to produce a 
combustion gas, and 

f) using said combustion gas to drive a turbine, thereby to 
produce power from said turbine. 

Claim 6 recites an apparatus having: 

g) gas turbine apparatus comprising an air compressor, a 
combustion chamber and a turbine unit, and 
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h) means for transferring at least a portion of said tail gas to the 
combustion chamber of said gas turbine. 

Applicants submit that the steps of compression and combustion of the tail 
gas using a gas turbine are corresponding special technical features shared between 
these claims and that therefore the requirement for restriction is traversed. 
Applicants note that this application was found to not lack unity of invention under 
PCT Rule 13 by the international search/examination authority during the 
international stage of the application. 



CRL/lrb 

Dated: September 9, 2005 
P.O. Box 980 

Valley forge, PA 19482-0980 
(610) 407-0700 



Respectfully submitted, 




Christopher R. Lewis, Reg. No. 36,201 
Attorney for applicants 



The Commissioner for Patents is hereby 
authorized to charge payment to Deposit 
Account No. 18-0350 of any fees associated 
with this communication. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service as first class mail, 
with sufficient postage, in an envelope addressed to: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450 on: 

September 9, 2005 ^ 

Lisa Bennett 
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